"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon," Judges 7:20. 
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In this paper we were glad to| 
publish an announcement abcut the | 
coming meeting of the Baptist Mis- | 
Sionary Association of Texas, to. 
convene in Corsicana, November | 
12th to 14th. Brother J. E. Glenn | 
and the Second Baptist Church of | 
that City are hosts to this fine | 
state wide body of Baptists. We | 
were glad to make the announce- 
mont and wish for our brethren 4 
most happy and prosperous meet- | 


ing, with the blessing of God. May 
it be a time of spiritual refreshing. 


However, in our announcement in 
this paper one mistake ought to. 


} be explained. The announcement 


stated that. John R. Rice would 
speak Thursday. Lest there should 
be a misunderstanding, an explan- 
ation is in order. It was not the 
intention of Brother Glenn nor of 
this editor to announce that he/| 
would speak in Corsicana. Both of 
us would want to leave the pro- 
gram to the action of the mes- 
sengers of the Association. 


Brother Glenn was assured that 
we would be glad to publish an an- 
nouncement about the state wide 
meeting of the B. M. A. in Corsi- | 
cana, So while I was absent in | 
the East Brother Glenn dictated to 
my stenographer an announcement. | 
Then he said to one of the girls, 
“Tell Brother Rice that he is in-— 
vited to be my guest on Thursday 


during the Association meeting. 
Find out if he can come and add | 


a line to this announcement, saying 
so.” 


The stenographer wrote out the | 


announcement and when I was at 
home for a half day before coming 
to Oklahoma City, asked me if I 
expected to be in Corsicana. I re- 
plied, “Yes” so she added the line 
saying that Brother John R. Rice 
would preach Thursday. This edi- 


until it was in the paper, and im- 
mediately wrote to Brother Gienn 
apologizing. The stenographer mis- 
understood the purpose of Brother | 
Glenn’s invitation to me. 

This editor is engaged to speak 
twice in Dr. Norris’s Premillennial 
Bible School at Fort Worth on 
Thursday, November 14th, during 
the meeting of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Association in Corsicana. 


at Fort Worth, it would be his 
joy to visit the Association to have 
good fellowship with the brethren. 
tT do not know whether that will 
be possible. But all of us under- 
stood that the program will be 
made by the Association itself. 
We make this explanation lest 
Brother Glenn would be blamed. 


B. M. A. Invited To Meet In 


Dallas, 1936 


We hereby offer the Fundamen- 
talist Baptist Tabernacle in Dallas 
for the use of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Asociation in its meeting in 


™ Oak Cliff, only a few blocks 
z | our great tabernacle. Oak 
“a1. ) First Baptist Church, long the 


ciation Baptists, has now turned 
for sympathy and fellowship to the 


will ddubtless no more be the B. M. 
A. stronghold that it once was. 
Other fine B. M. A. congregations 
in Dallas do not have a building 
large enOUgh to seat the crowds 
that attend the state wide meet- 
ing of the B. M. A. So it is our 
joy to offer our tabernacle for the 
1936 meeting of the Baptist Mis- 
gionary Association of Texas. The 


act as hosts if they wish, and use 
our building for the services with- 
out any charge whatever, and with 


® 


all the courtesies we can extend 
to our brethren. 


| thy master from thy head today? 


A Correction 


—— 


hone 6-6888 


After the pleasures of 
And you shall stand, 


life are o’er, 
face to the shore 


Of the dim land of the evermore, 


Careless soul, what 
After the pleasures of 
Careless soul, what 


then ? 
life are o’er, 
then ? 


After the pulses shall cease to beat, 
When at the throne of Lord you meet, 
Waiting your doom at the judgment seat, 


Careless soul, what 


then ? 


Waiting your doom at the judgment seat, 


Careless soul, what 


then ? 


After your heart is hushed and still, ° 
After the death-dews, damp and chill, 
Over your frame of mortality thrill, 


Careless soul, what 


then ? 


After your heart is hushed and still, 


Careless soul, what 


then ? 


After the trumpet’s awful blast, 


After the judgment 


When you have come to your 


shall be past, 
doom at last, 


Poor, lost soul, what then? 


When you have come to. your 


doom at last, 


Poor, lost soul, what then? 


“WHERE IS THE LORD GOD OF ELWAH?” 


oe ee 


ll KINGS 2:8 


O ? af 


| Here are brief comments by 
those attending the Bible School 
now in progress. 


| “Well, praise the Lord, the Bible 
Schools get better all the time. The 
‘last one is always the best. I be- 
lieve the Bible School in the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Church, Dallas, 
‘November 3rd to 10th is the best 
I ever attended for the following 
reasons: The fellowship the best 
ever, the Holy Spirit power so 
wonderfully manifest, the singing 
under the direction of Brother and 
Sister Banta couldn’t be beat, and 
the teaching and preaching of the 
|Word from God’s called and Holy 
Spirit anointed preachers. Too, a 
mumber of lost souls saved and 
lives dedicated to the Lord.” 
Rev. H. C. Ownbey 


. : | b 
Pastor Bible Baptist Church | (Christ) 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


ence of God is in this precious Bible 


and tears together in real Holy 
Ghost fellowship, sitting at the feet 
|of Jesus. God’s presence is so real. 
|Truly, it is a great school.” 
EK. L. Banta, pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Petersburg, Lllinois 


“I can’t express in words what 


‘Elias Was a Man Subject to Like Passions as We Are, And He 
Prayed”’ — James 5:17 


_—— —- ----- = 


ELIJAH'S GOD STILL ANSWERS PRAYER THE SAME TODAY 


| 
God hears prayer! God hears | 
prayer today the same as in the 
days of Elijah. The Bible is full | 
of encouragement for Christians to | 
pray, to pray big prayers, to a) 
great God, expecting mighty an- | 
swers. | 

When the time came for Elijah | 
to go to Heaven, the world faced | 
the loss of the one man then living, , 
as far as was publicly known, who | 
could shake Heaven with his) 
prayers. Would miracles cease? 
Would the wondorous Works which 
God had done through Elijah and 
in answer to his prayers never be 
seen again? The scores of the “sons 
of the prophets” were all apparent- 
ly agreed that with the passing of 
Elijah wonderful answers to prayer 
would cease. That is, all seemed 
agreed but one man. Elisha, the 
son of Shaphat, who “poured water 
on the hands of Elijah” (II Kings 
3:11), believed in the unchanging 
God, the God who answers the 
prayer of faith in all generations. 


"And it came to pass, when the 
Lord would take up Elijah into 
heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah 
went with Elisha from Gilgal. 


And Elijah said unto, Elisha, Tar- 
ry here, | pray thee; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Bethel. And Eli- 
sha said unto him, As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will 
not leave thee. ¢, they went down 
to Bethel. 

And the sons of the prophets 
that were at Bethel came forth to 
Elijah, and said unto him, Knowest 
thou that the Lord will take away 


> 
¥ 


And he said, Yea, | know it; hold 
ye your peace. 


And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, 
tarry here, | pray thee: for the Lord 
hath sent me to Jericho. And he 
said, As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. 
So they came to Jericho. 


And the sons of the prophets 
that were at Jericho came to Eli- 
sha, and said unto him, Knowest 
thou not that the Lord will take 
away thy master from thy head 
today? And he answered, Yea, | 
know it; hold ye your peace. 


And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, 
| pray thee, here: for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jordan. And he said, 
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, | will not leave thee. And 
they two went on. 

And fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets went, and stood to view 
afar off: and they two stood by 
Jordan. 

And Elijah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote 
the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, so that they two 
went over on dry ground. 


And it came to pass, when they 
were gone over, that Elijah said 
unto Elisha, And what | shall do 
for thee, before | be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, | pray 
thee, let a double portion of th 
spirit be upon me. : 

And he said, Thou hast asked 


me a hard thing: nevertheless, if 
thou see me when | am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee: but 
if not, it shall not be so. 

And it came to pass, as the 
still went, and talked, that, behold, 
there appeared a chariot of fire, 
and horses of fire, and parted them 
both asunder; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 

And Elisha saw it, and he cried, 
My father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel, and the horsemen there- 
of. And he saw him no more: and 
he took hold of his own clothes, 
and rent them into pieces. 

He took up also the mantle of 
Elijah that fell from him, and went 
back, and stood by the bank of 
Jordan; 

And he took the mantle of Eli- 
jah that fell from him, and smote 
the waters, and said, Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah? and when he 
also had smitten the waters, they 
parted hither and thither: and Eli- 


sha went over.’ Il Kings 21:1-14, 


On the day Elijah was to be 
taken to Heaven, that forthcoming 
event was known to all, but only 
Elisha determined to be with the 
old prophet to the last, to receive 
his mantle and have a double por- 
tion of his spirit. He disregarded 
the sons of the prophets and even 
the suggestions of Elijah himself, 
and followed Elijah from Gilgal to 
Bethel, from Bethel to Jericho, 
from Jericho to the Jordan, and 
when Elijah wrapped his mantle 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


this Bible School has meant to me. 

We need more Holy Ghost Book 

learning rather than seminaries.” 
Rev. J. E. Hollingworth 
Corsicana, Texas 


“I have been greatly blessed in 
coming to the Bible School. It is 
good to be here because the Lord 
is here in the power of His Spirit. 

“The lessons by Brethren Rice, 
Morris, Hawkins and Banta have 
been a great help to me. 

“I realize the great need of my 
life and ministry is more power of 
His Spirit and I am so thankful 
that it has been plain and em- 
phasized, what I must do to have 


'the Holy Spirit. 


a closer walk and a more blessed 
fellowship with the Lord and of 
I go away with 
more courage and zeal, determined 
y the grace of God to follow Him 
into a greater ministry 


in preaching and winning souls.” 


“Oh the sweetness of the pres- | 
Idabel, Oklahoma 


School as we mingle our prayers | 


E. O. Wright 


“IT thank God for this Bible 
| School. Oh! what inspiration, what 


|mountain-top services we've had 


already, and we have just started! 
'I now see the great need of our 
churches, preachers, deacons, lay- 
/'men and all of us together need 
ithe refilling of the Holy Spirit — 


consecrating our lives to God, look- 


jing to Him, depending upon Him, 


leaning on His strong arm. Praise 
| the Lord! 

“Oh! we need power, power, pow- 
‘er of the Holy Spirit in our lives 
‘to witness for our Lord. Souls are 
dying, brother, do WH care?” 

S. J. McCarrell 
Idabel, Okla. 


“The Bible School is proving a 
real blessing to me. I knew it 
would be, but it is a greater bless- 
ing than I expected. 

“T have never seen such a bunch 
of young preachers in my life. 
Surely God is preparing for war 
with the forces of evil. The good 
part about it is, they all seem to 
be in step with God and have the 
shield of faith and know how to 
handle the Sword of the Spirit.” 

Rev. T. H. Masters 
Commerce, Texas 


“I think the spirit of the Bible 
School is expressed in the words 
of the apostle Paul when he said, 
‘my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power: That your 
faith should not stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of 
God.’ And I truly believe it is be- 
ing fulfilled in my life. Praise His 
holy name! May God’s blessing 
continue upon this church and its 
ministry, is my prayer.” 

Chas. E. McDowell 
Pastor Mark Baptist Church 
Bloomfield, Iowa 


| “I have been to five or six Bible 
‘Schools here and in Fort Worth, 
but this is the best one of them 
all because God is more real to us 
than ever before. I am determined 
to depend on Him more than ever 
before. Also to pray, pray, pray 
for the power of God in my work. 
I thank God for these great men of 
God go filled with the Holy Spirit. 
You can see and feel Christ in them 
while they teach. God bless us all.” 
Rev. and Mrs. C. D. Owen 
Vernon, Texas 


“Old fashioned Holy Spirit power 
is being manifested at this Bible 
School. God has become real.” 

Rev. Marion Been 
Paris, Texas 


“T count it a privilege to give 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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Testimonies — 
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my testimony of the great Bible 
School here. I am seeing things 
I never thought of before. If God 
lets me live to be a hundred years 
old, I’ll never miss another Bible 
School.” 

Jeff Rousseau 

Paragould, Arkansas 


“I am attending my third Bible 
School, and the greatest blessing 
I have ever received in my minis- 
try. 

“Praying God’s blessings on Bro. 
Rice and the great Bible School, 

Rev. Lee Kidd, Assistant pastor 
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Bible Baptist Church 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


“It’s great to have such a great 
Saviour: its great to be saved and 
know it; it’s great to be a Funda- 
mentalist; it’s great to attend such 
a wonderful Bible School as the 
one here at the Fundamentalist 
Baptist Tabernacle at 201 East 
Tenth Street. We're having just 
a foretaste of Heaven. Indeed it is 
good to be here.” 
Rev. Paul C. Green 
Buckeye, Arizona 
“I thank God for the opportunity 
and the privilege of attending your 
Bible Schoor. My soul was blessed 
beyond expression, and I purpose 
to go out and spread some of these 
blessings to others in the vineyard 
of the Lord. 
“May God continue to bless your 
work in the years to come.” 
T. N. Estrada from Mexico 
Present address, Bible School 
Park, New York 


“This is my first Bible School 
and I certainly thank God for pro- 
viding a way for me to get to come. 
I have certainly been blessed and 
thank God for Brother Rice and 
all the other great Bible teachers 
that I have heard in this school. 
I can truthfully say I have learned 
more these three days about the 
Bible than all the conventions, Sun- 
day School Workers Conferences 
and such that I used to go to. I 
thank God for opening my eyes 
more in His blessed Word.” 


Mrs. Earnest Cox 
Bible Baptist Church 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


“This is my second Bible School, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


*“Where Is the Lord — 
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together and smote the waters so 
that they were divided, he walked 
with Elijah on dry ground through 
the river bed and made the final 
request; “I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me.” 


That was one of the most auda- 
cious ‘prayers any man ever prayed! 
No wonder that Elijah himself 
said, “Thou hast asked a hard 
thing.” But Elisha met the con- 
ditions, stayed with the prophet 
until he was taken to Heaven in 
a whirlwind accompanied by char- 
iots of fire, and picked up the man- 
tle of Elijah as it fell. He im- 
mediately assumed that God had 
heard his prayer and demanded a 
miracle from God. Verses 13 and 
14 of the passage above tell us 
that “He took up also the mantle 
of Elijah that fell from him, and 
went back, and stood by the bank 
of Jordan; And he took the mantle 
of Elijah that fell from him, and 
smote the waters, and said, Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah? and 
when he also had smitten the wa- 
ters, they parted hither and thith- 
er: and Elisha went over.” 


Where is the Lord God of Eli- 
jah? That question comes ring- 
ing down through the years, some- 
times uttered as a prayer of faith, 
asking God to show His * power. 
Other times it is the doubting cry 
of one who wonders if God has 
ceased to answer prayer as He 
once did. But thank God, the Bi- 
ble does not leave, the question 
here, and we have positive, repeat- 
ed proof throughout the Bible that 


© |I have received from Brother Rice, | 


Brother and Sister Banta, Brother | 
Roberts and Brother Ownbey. | 


“I am going away more de-| 


Ee termined to wait on the Lord and | 
= | have Holy Spirit power on my tes- | 


' 
' 


timony, as I have never been| 


© {\taught that nothing sufficed for 
© |the Holy Ghost on a man. 


“Praise the Lord, Oh my soul!” 


Rev. A. O. Thornton 
Vineyard, Texas 


~----—Q--—— — - 
“I delight to do thy will, O my) 


a1 | God: yea, thy law is within my) 


heart.” — Psalm 40:8. | 


God answers prayers the same in 
e¥Very age. 


New Testament Makes Elijah 
Our Model in Prayer 


Elisha not only had prayers an- 
swered as well as Elijah; he asked 
for and got “a double portion” of 
the Spirit of Elijah. The recorded 


miracles by the hand of Elisha are 


double that of his master! God hon- 
ored his faith when others had no 
faith. The God of Elijah was also 
the God of Elisha. 

But happily we find explicitly 
in the New Testament that Elijah 
ought to be our model in prayer 
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as he was the model of his servant 
Elisha. In James 5:16-18 we read: 


"Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much. 


Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we afe, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six 
months. 

And he prayed again, and the 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


“Where Is the Lord — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit." 


Here we are plainly taught that 
Elijah (Elias, sometimes in the 
New Testament was a man like we 
are, subject to the same weak- 
nesses and passions as we are. We 
are plainly encouraged to pray 
like Elisha prayed and expect an- 
swers like he got from God. With 
Elijah and his prayers as a model, 
we are commanded to pray “one 
for another,” and we are told that 
“the effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much.” 
The Lord clearly intended us to 


, believe that the prayer of a right- 


eous man avails as much today 
as it did in the days of Elijah. 


The God Who Hears Prayer 


God loves to be known as the 
God who hears prayer. He taught 
the Psalmist to approach Him with 
the divinely inspired title, “O thou 
that hearest prayer’ (Psalms 65:- 
2). That is one of the precious 
mames He chooses and He is 
pleased for men to call Him by 
that name. He should like to have 
reputation among men as the One 
who hears prayer! We are told 
that “without faith it is impossible 
to please Him,” and that being 
true, we may be sure that God is 
pleased more by the prayer of 
great faith than the prayer of little 
faith. The spiritually-minded Bible 
reader cannot help seeing how 
the Lord delighted when challenged 
by the big prayers of the Bible. 
How He seems to have delighted 
at the challenge of Moses to open 


and cross the Red Sea at the wave 
of a rod; at the request of Hez- 
ekiah for lengthened life; and for 
the destruction of Sennacherib’s 
army. Certain men in the Bible 
God used far beyond what they 
deserved. For instance, Sampson 
did very little to get the marvelous 
power of God except to expect it. 
Expecting great things from God 
is the way to get them. God is 
honored and pleased when we re- 
gard Him as the God who answers 
prayer. 

So throughout the, Bible God 
brings us example after example 
of men who prayed and got the 
answer, and then God tells us, 
“These men were ordinary men, 
frail men, sinful men, and yet 
by faith, righteous men. They were 
men of like passions as you are, 
but they prayed and their prayers 
were answered. Therefore, dear 
frail Christian, take heart and 
pray, ask great things from God.” 


The Unchanging God 


We are encouraged to pray by 
the fact that God never changes. 
In Malachi 3:6, speaking to a dis- 
obedient and rebellious Israel, God 
said, “For I am the Lord, I change 
not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are 
not consumed.” 

Even the rebellion of Israel and 
their many sins could not change 
the God of mercy, the God who 
answers prayer! As the Father is, 
so is the Son, “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and today, and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 

This unchanging God has some- 


Trade At Your 
A®P 


Where 


ECONOMY 
QUALITY 
SERVICE 
COURTESY 


Predominate 


times dealt with men by dispensa- 
tions. I mean that before the com- 
ing of Christ there were ceremonies 
and sacrifices which have now been 
fulfilled in the coming of the Sav- 
iour, the Lamb of God. They were 
ceremonial laws which have been 
nailed to the cross of Christ. The 
law is a school master to bring 
men to Christ. But remind you 
that there are no dispensational 
changes in-the matter of prayer. 
God is a prayer-hearing God just 
as He is our all powerful God, a 
righteous God. Prayer-hearing is 
an element in the very nature of 
the unchanging God. “O thou that 
hearest prayer’ is an unchanging 
title of an unchanging God. As 
God’s mercy has gone out to sin- 
ners in all ages and dispensations, 
and under all covenants, so in all 
ages God has heard prayer. When 
you study the prayers of Abraham, 
of Moses, of David, of Elijah, of 
Hezekiah, of the New Testament 
aposties, you can find no difference 
in the spirit nor in the way that 
God answered when they cried in 
faith for mighty answers. In the 
matter of prayer God is an un- 
Changing God. 


That is the reason Gcd constant- 
ly reminds us of how He has an- 
swered the prayers of others. Here 
in James 5:16-18 we are reminded 
that God hears Elijah pray and 
therefore we should pray. So in 
Psalms 81:10 we are told, “I am 
the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt; open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 
Here God reminds His people in 
every age of His wonderful works 
as he brought the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt. . .He re- 
minds us that He is the God who 
sent plagues on Egypt, plagues 
of blood, frogs, lice, hail, disease, 
boils, rain, locust and darkness, and 
then the supernatural death of ev- 
ery Egyptian first-born! He is the 
same God who opened the Red Sea 
and then closed it, who destroyed 
Pharaoh and his entire army. He 


is the God of the pillar of cloud. 


and fire, the God of the manna 
from Heaven, the God who brought 
water from the rock, the God who 
sustained the nation so that their 
clothes waxed not old for forty 
years! He is the God who spoke 
from Mt. Sinai, a miracle-working, 
prayer-hearing God. Therefore, God 
entreats us, “OPEN THY MOUTH 
WIDE, AND I WILL FILL IT.” 
God pleads with us to remember 
His marvelous works and to give 
Him a chance to prove Himself 
to us again. We are not to ask 
small things only but should open 
our mouths wide enough to receive 
great things from God. All this 
is on the clear teaching that the 
God of today deals with men on) 
the prayer matter just as He did) 
in the days when He brought Is- 
rael out of bondage in Egypt. 


Jeremiah lived in the days of de- 
clension, apostasy, of sin, and of 
judgment. God seemed to have hid 
His face from Israel, and Jere- 
miah saw them carried away into 
captivity. Jeremiah cried, “There 
is no sorrow unto my sorrow’ (Lam- 


entations 1:12). Perhaps we 
would think that Jeremiah was 
justified in saying, as some mod- 
erns do, that “The agé of miracles 
is past.” In times of distress and 
sorrow, we are tempted to believe 
that our case is too hard for God, 
or that God does not answer prayer 
for us as He did for others. But 
in Jeremiah 32:27 we are told that 
the Word of the Lord came to Jere- 
miah, saying, “Behold, I am the 
Lord, the God of all flesh: is there 
any thing too hard for me?” In 
the matter of -prayer God is the 
God of all flesh, and there is noth- 
ing too hard for Him. As regards 
circumcision and the law, God is 
the God of Israel. But as regards 
prayer, He is the God of all flesh! 
As regards Christ’s offer to estab- 
lish the kingdom of Heaven, as the 
Soh of David, He could say, “I am 
not sent but unto the lost shee 
of the house of Israel” (Matthew 
15:24). But when the Syropheni- 
cian woman, a Gentile, prayed the 
prayer of faith, then all boundaries 
disappeared and the same hour 
healed her daughter. God makes 
distinctions between Jew and Gen- 
tile and between one dispensation 
and another in some things; but in 
the matter of prayer, praise His 
name, He is “the God of all flesh” 


and as much our God as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and 


Elijah! 
Examples Encourage Us to Pray 


Some one has said that one ex- 


| ample is worth a thousand argu- | Word of God is loaded for just 


arguments, commands, and pre- 
cepts, that we should pray, but 
happily it also has many examples. 
Knowing the prevailing sin of un- 


belief, God gives the example of 


Elijah who prayed and God heard. 
And throughout the Bible we find 
that God encouraged other people 
to pray by reminding them cf how 
He had heard the cries of others. 
To Jacob, sleeping at Bethel, using 
a stone for a pillow, God appeared 
and said, “I am the Lord God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac: the land whereon thou 
lies, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed;....And behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land; 
for I will not leave thee, until I 
have done that which I have spoken 
to thee of” (Genesis 28:13, 15). 
The God who cared for Abraham 
and for Isaac would care for Jacob, 
and with this comforting assurance 
Jacob believed God. When God ap- 
peared to Moses in the burning 
bush in the wilderness, He said 
to him, “I am the God of thy fa- 
ther, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” 
(Exodus 3:6). In the matter of 
prayer, God does not change and. 
He is as willing to be the God of | 
Moses and work wonders for,Moses 
as for Abraham! 

When Moses died, who could fill 
his place? What mighty things 
God did through Moses and for 
Moses when he prayed! But God) 


appeared to Joshua and said to | 


him, 


therefore arise, go over this Jordan, | 


to the children of Israel. 

Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have 
| given unto you, as | said unto 
Moses. 

From the wilderness and this 
Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the great 
sea toward the going down of the 
sun, shall be your coast. 

There shall not any man be able 
to stand before thee all the days 
of thy life: as | was with Moses, 
so | will be with thee: | will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee’ Joshua 
1:2-5. 
| The age of answered prayer, the 
‘age of blessing, did not pass when 
Moses died. “As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee” is the prom- 
‘ise of God. Would God we would 
be encouraged to pray and expect 
[great answers by the repeated as- 
surance of God that He is the un- 


| changing God who still answers 
hie ned the same in all generations. 


| When the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to Gideon to call him to de- 
liver Israel from the Maidianites, 
in the days of the Judges, we are 
told in Judges 6:13, that Gideon 
said, “Oh my Lord, if the Lord be 
with us, why then is all this be- 
fallen us? and where be all his 
miracles which our fathers told us 
of, saying, Did not the Lord bring 
us up from Egypt? but now the 
Lord hath forsaken us, and de- 
Hvered us into the hands of the 
Midianites.” Gideon wanted to 
know where were the miracles that 
the God of His fathers had worked. 
Gideon’s request evidently pleased 
God, for miracle after miracle was 
worked before his eyes. The God 
who brought Israel out of Egypt 
still lived in Gideon’s day. 


What I am saying is that God 
has always used the examples of 
others who prayed and were an- 
swered as an encouragement to us 
to pray. So here in James 5:16-18 
He selects Elijah, the mighty man 
of prayer, and reminds us that he 


Piwas as frail as we and that God 


will hear our prayers as He heard 
the prayers of Elijah. 


This Promise Particularly Given 
For the Last Days 


Critics and scoffers are forever 
trying to show that the Bible is 
out of date. It is a favorite device 
of the Devil to deceive people and 
make them believe that God does 
not now deal with men as he once 
did. Good men are sometimes per- 
suaded that this passage in James 
was only for Jews and during the 


the present time at all! 


ments. The Bible has plenty of 


such criticism as that, and in this 
chapter we have unmistakable evi- 
dence that God meant it, not only 
for this age, but for the very clos- 
ing days of this age. In this same 
5th chapter of James, verse 3 says 
to the rich men, “Ye have reaped 
treasures together for the last 
days.” 

Verse 7 says, “Be patient there- 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord.” 

Verse 8 says, “Be ye also pa- 
tient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 


And verse 9 says, “The judge 
standeth before the door.” 

This 5th. chapter of James is for 
“the last days.” It is good “unto 
the coming of the Lord.” It is for 
us who live when “the coming of 
the Lord. draweth nigh.” The in- 
junctions and teacings of this chap- 
ter are good even when the Right- 
eous Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“standeth before the door.” It 
would be not only foolish but wick- 
ed to say that the teaching here 
about prayer, prayer for the sick, 
prayer about anything else, prayer 
like Elijah’s is not for us today. 
The context plainly shows that for 
us who live in the last days Elijah 


jis the model for prayer and that 


| God who heard Elijah will hear 
also today, the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man, even 
though he be subject to the like 
passions of Elijah and other men. 


Prayer About Healing Is Par- 


" Moses my servant is dead; now | 


‘faults one to another, 


thou, and all this people, unto the | 
land which | do give to them, even| 


age of the apostles and not for 
But the 


ticularly Encouraged Today 
The passage which we have been 
discussing, James 5:16-18, begins 
with the command, “Confess your 
and pray 
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WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
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TEXAS SEED & PLANT CO. 


Cut flowers, floral designs, 
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LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambu- 
lance Service 
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C. B. WALKER 
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MANUFACTURING 


25 Years in Oak Cliff 
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"Stays Fresh Longer” 


Where Is the Lord — 
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one for another, that ye may be 
healed.” The healing mentioned 
here is literal, bodily healing, for 
verses 14 and 15 just before this, 
say, 


“Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, a- 
nointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord: 

And the gery of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven 
him." ; 

We must conclude, then, that the 
entire pasage on prayer, using Eli- 
jah as a model, is intended to en- 
courage us to pray, particularly for 
healing of the sick. “The prayer 
of faith shall save the sick,” and 
remember that we are told in the 
same chapter that this message is 
“for the last days” when “the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh.” 
God has not changed in the matter 
of answering prayer and God has 
not changed in his disposition to 
heal the sick in answer to prayer. 


Healing and Forgiveness In- 


separately Connected 


This passage connects healing cf 
the body and forgiveness of sins. 
Verse 15 tells us that “the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up; AND IF 
HE HAVE COMMITTED SINS, 
THEY SHALL BE FORGIVEN 
HIM.” And verse 16 tells us that 
confession of sin should go with 
prayer and healing. That is not 
surprising when you remember that 
Isaiah 53:5 puts in the same verse 
that “he was wounded for our 
transgressions” and that “with his 
stripes are we healed.” And then 
Isaiah 53:4 tells us that Jesus 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“hath borne our griefs, end carried 
our sorrows.’”’ That verse, con- 
cerning the atonement of Christ, 
is quoted in the New Testament 
to mean, “Himself tock our in- 
firmities, and bare our sickness.” 
Matthew 8:16 and 17 tell us that 
Jesus “cast out the spirits with 
His word, and healed all that were 
sick: That it might -be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Bsaias the 
prophet, saying, “Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sickness.’* 
There is a very close connection 
between healing of the body and 
forgiveness of sins. Sin in every 
age brings sickness. In every age 
the God who forgives sins, answers 
prayer for the sick, answers big 
prayers like Elijah’s. 


Answering prayer is as much a 
part of the nature of God as is 
His merciful attitude of forgiveness 
of sins. When the man sick of the 
palsy, in Mark 2, had his sins for- 
given, Jesus then healed him as an 
outward evidence of inward par- 
don. 

We must not put salvation and 
healing on the same basis in some 
respects. Salvation is for every sin- 
ner who will take it, and that is 
not true always about healing. It 
is always God’s will to save but 
not always God’s will to heal. It 
is appointed unto men to die the 
first death, saved and unsaved, with 
the exception of Enoch and Elijah 
and the saints alive at the time of 
the rapture. But it is not God’s 
will for any man to die the second 
death, and all may escape it by 
simple faita in Christ. God may 
not always give faith for healing. 
He did not remove Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh nor the weakness of Tim- 
othy’s stomach, but He will give 
saving faith and salvation to every 
sinner who asks for it, for “Who- 
soever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. 


Likewise, salvation is eternal, 
and “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life’ (John 3:36). 
But when God answers prayer and 
heals the sick, in the course of 
time they may expect infirmities 
and sickness, old age and death, 
or death without old age, if Jesus 
tarries. The doctrine of healing is 
doctrine of salvation. There many 
good people have gone far wrong. 
not to be made identical with the 
But yet we must see clearly that 
God Himself connects the-two doc- 
trines inseparably, and God must 
answer prayer for healing and for 
other things, as long as He for- 
gives sins. The promise about an- 
swered prayer is as definitely for 
this age as is the -promise of for- 
giveness of confessed sins. Oh, my 
brother, believe God and expect 
Him to answer prayer! 


Bible Never Hints That God Has 
Changed His Plans of Answer- 


ing Prayer or That Miracles 


Have Ceased 


Men sometimes say that “the 
age of miracles is past.” But the 
Bible nowhere hints that there is 
any change in God’s dealings with 
men in answer to prayer. Men give 
the plausible argument that mira- 
cles were only given to authenti- 
cate new covenants and new eras 
in God’s dealing with men. But 
the trouble with that argument 
is that it is based on human wis- 
dom and not sustained by a single 
verse in the Bible. Elijah did not 
begin any new period or era in 
God’s dealings with men. And yet 
God worked marvelous miracles in 
answer to his prayer. Elisha, fol- 
lowing him, did not bring any new 
gospel and yet he worked more 
miracles than his master. And the 
Holy Spirit selects Elijah, an Old 
Testament miracle working proph- 
et, as a model for New Testa- 
ment Christians in the matter of 
prayer. New Testament Christians 
ought to pray like Elijah and ought 
to get answers like Elijah, says 
the Scripture. 


If the age of miracles had passed, 
God would have plainly said so. 
When the ceremonial law was no 
longer binding, the Bible said so. 
In Galatians and Romans we are 
plainly told that the Jewish cere- 
monial diet is not binding on New 
Testament Christians, and that 
“every creature of God is good for 
food.”” When God changed his plan, 
He made it known to the people. 
Likewise, when Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, came, then animal sacri- 
fices were no longer in order, and 
Hebrews 10:26 tells us “there -re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins.” 
The Old Testament had com- 
manded worship at Jerusalem, and 


Friday, November 8, 1935 


en 


sacrifices always in one place (Le- 
viticus 17:3-5). But Jesus plainly 
told the woman at the well of Sa- 
maria that “the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth” (John 4:23). 


We see clearly this plan, then, 
that when God changed His way 
of dealing with people He plainly 
told them so. But God has never 
hinted within the covers of His 
Holy Bible that He has at any time 
changed His plan of answering 
prayer, even to the extent of work- 
ing miracles. When Jesus said, “all 
things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth” (Mark 9:23) and “nothing 
shall be impossible unto you” ( Mat- 
thew 17:20) He did not indicate 
that those were limited promises, 
good only for the apostolic age. It 
is ‘wicked and presumptuous for 
any man to limit the promise which 
the Lord Jesus Himself gave as un- 
conditional. If the Saviour Him- 
self can be taken at face value and 
His Word believed, then it is still 
true that “If ye have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall 
remove; and nothing shall be im- 
possible unto you” (Matthew 17:- 
20). A literal mountain was clear- 
ly meant and elsewhere Jesus said 
the same thing about a literal 
sycamine tree (Luke 17:6). If I 
take the Word of God then I must 
believe that Mark 11:24 is good 
for today, where we are promised 
that “What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have 
them.” That is the unlimited prom- 
ise of an unlimited God who an- 
swers prayer! 


God Wants Us to Pray Big Prayers 


Elijah pleased God, not by long 
prayers, but by big prayers! When 
he prayed for a drouth, he got one 
three and a half years long, and 
there was not even dew during that 
time! (I Kings 17:1). God wants 
us, like Elijah, to ask big prayers. 
He reminds us, “Open thy mouth 
wide and I will fill it.” He says, 
“Behold, I am the God of all flesh; 
is there anything too hard for 
me?” The prayers of Elijah 
brought food in famine, brought 
drouth in judgment, and rain, then, 
when Elijah said the word. Chris- 
tians today ought to be able to get 
jobs and food in depression, ought 
to have rain or drouth, when we 
ask for it. Food, health, revivals, 
wonderful works of God, ought to 
be ours day by day as we call on 
the Lord God of Elijah. 


"Where is the Lord God of Eli-| ord —50c a year. 


jah?" 

"Elias was a man subject to like 
Passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six 
months. 


And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit." 


Elijah got things because he 
asked for them. But God tells us 
that “ye have not, because ye ask 
not” (James 4:2). There are some- 
times hinderances to our prayers 
so that the prayers we pray are not 
answered, but far more often we 
simply have not because we ask 


New Testament on prayer, I be- 
lieve, is Matthew 7:7, 8 “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: For every one 
that asketh rece:veth; and he thai 


seeketh findeth; and to him that. 


knocketh, it shall be opened.” Here 
we are urged to ask, seek and 
knock, and there is the simple un- 
conditional promise that “everyone 
that asketh receiveth; and he thai 
seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.”’ Broth- 
er, believe it, do not explain it 
away; It is the Word of God and 
it is for us. 

Moody, the unschooled, unor- 
dained shoe salesman, “Crazy 
Moody,” heard a man say that 
“The World has yet to see what 
God can do with one man absolute- 
ly surrendered to the will of God!” 
and said, “I will be that man!” 
Hé became the evangelist-of phe- 
nomenal power who won a million 
souls and blessed millions more! He 
asked, he expected, he attempted, 
and he received! The Saviour told 
His disciples, “ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full’ 
(John 16:24). Doubtless, God 
would raise up many a Wesley, 
Spurgeon, Finney, Moody, Chap- 
man, Torrey or Sunday did men but 
seek and expect and demand and 
weep for and claim the same holy 
power that God freely gave them. 

Then let us pray, for “the ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much.” 

The Lord God of Elijah still lives 
to answer prayer. 
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“CHRIST'S LITERAL REIGN 
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study of prophecy, proving from 
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yet set up His kingdom on earth, 
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earth. Proves that Heaven will be 
on earth through eternity. Gives 
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tations, Coughs due to colds. 
Hoarseness and husky voice 
from cold exposure and damp- 
ness. Ask Druggist. 
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NESBIT PROCESS LETTERS 
eliminate typesetting, cuts and ex- 
pensive press work. Suitable for 
form letters, advertising literature, 
office forms, catalogs, maps, charts 
and sheet music. Minimum price, 
100 on 8144x11 20 Ib. bond paper for 
$1.00. Write for free samples. 
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SPECIALS FOR FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 


|} CHERRIES, Sour Pitted, No. 2 Size. 106 | 
mans 6 
) ROAST STEAK : 
a Rump Loin, Round No. 7 f[ | 
Ib... ihe tt hee Pa SERRA BS l4c | 
— | 
. HENS SUGAR ) 
TA eae Pure Cane, 10 Ibs... .. 54c | 
) 
| SALMON POTATOES ! 
} Pink, 2 cans...........23¢ Russets, 10 lbs... .... 19 | 
! COFFEE BANANAS ) 
| Early Bird, Ib.........14U%e ga: ites Leto Bee 
) 
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| SEE OUR WINDOWS FOR ADDED SPECIALS 
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